
The East Kingdom of the Society of Creative Anachronism 

Greetings good gentles of the shire!  As we pass through the winter months and move closer to the arrival of spring, I bring 
to you tidings from the shire.  First, I give you an introduction to our new Seneschal, Lady Ravenna, followed by upcoming 
activities and something to warm you winter Medieval table.  Our newsletter will be a seasonal one, and I invite you to 
contribute as well, be it a bardic tidbit, a drawing, a photo of our shire members out and about in the kingdom, an A&S 
project you have finished, or a tasty treat of the season.  All are welcome and encouraged to contribute to our shire news, 
which by the way needs a name. 

Yours in Service, 
Lady Sigridh Bengtsdotter, Buckland Cross Chronicler 

Winter 2017 

Lady Ravenna DeWitte 
  

 Lady Ravenna DeWitte (Cynthia “Cindy” A. Marco) was 
born in Philadelphia, PA in the late 1960s. She grew up in 
North East Philadelphia, and attended Arch Bishop Ryan HS 
for Girls.  One year after graduation she enlisted in the United 
States Air Force and attended Basic Training in 1988. She 
reported to Ramstein AB, GE in 1989 as an Audio Visual 
Media Specialist, and it was in Germany where she first 
became acquainted with the SCA. During the following three 
years she established her SCA persona, Ravenna, as a child 
of English and Dutch parents who orphaned her in Italy after 
they were killed during a theater performance gone tragically 
wrong.  She was adopted by an Italian wine merchant and his 
wife, and lived a life of quiet comfort until the age of 18 when 
her wanderlust got the best of her and she left for foreign 
lands. She spent the next 20 years traveling in anonymity and 
solitude. 
 Upon retirement in 2008, Cindy lived in Prattville, Al, and 
the vicinity of Denver, Colorado. She returned to Philadelphia 
in 2010 and settled in to a retiree’s life. She was reintroduced 
to the SCA when she attended the Wrightstown Ren Faire and 
met the members of the Shire of Buckland Cross, and her 
persona once again found a home. 
 Ravenna hung around in the shadows for a bit then 
jumped into the world of service. Helping behind the scenes 
enabled her to witness the SCA from both sides, as a 
spectator and a participant, and it also led to her first 
experience with court heraldry. It was this experience that 
caused her to fall in love with voice heraldry, and some things 
heraldic. Due to this love, she became the Shire Herald in 
2016. Aside from voice heraldry, she dabbled in fiber art, tried 
her hand at sewing, and also tried the wonderful art of making 
Temari balls, which was a dismal failure. After finding out that 
she was allergic to sewing machines, needles, thread, and 
most things related, she spent her time being the comic relief 
for the Shire, and   welcoming and guiding new comers with 
open arms. It was this skill that saw her elected as Buckland 
Cross’s Seneschal in 2017. A position she still holds to this 
day. 



Shire Game Night 
2nd Tuesday of Every Month ~ 7:00 pm 

 
Join us for a fun evening of board dice and 
card games, as well as good food and 
conversation. 
 
We will be meeting at the Newportville Inn, 
4120 Lower Road, Newportville, PA 19056. 
 

 

Beginners Glass Bead Making Class 
March 5 ~ 6:00 to 9:00 pm 

 
Once again by popular 
demand, the shire will be 
hosting a beginners glass 
bead making class.  That's 
right, no experience 
necessary. However, 
please be aware that we 
will be working with open 
flame torches and VERY 
HOT Glass. If you have an 
apron and a pair of safety 
glasses, please bring them. 
 
We will be meeting at the Churchville Nature Center, 501 
Churchville Lane, Churchville, PA 18966. 

Japanese Tea Ceremony Field Trip 
April 8 

 
Lord Aurddeilen is organizing a field trip to the Shofuso 
Japanese Tea House for a tea ceremony as part of their 
annual Cherry Blossom Festival.  Aurddeilen is attending 
the 2:30 pm ceremony and if you would like to join him 
and Lady Sigridh, get your tickets from the tea house 
ASAP.  They will be going quickly.  If you are interested, 
please speak with Aurddeilin. 
 

Artisans’ Village & Brewer’s University 
June 16-18 

  
The Shire of Buckland Cross will be continuing the 
tradition begun by our neighbors in Hartshorn-Dale and 
hosting Artisans’ Village.  The village is a place for all to 
gather and enjoy the arts & sciences with a variety of 
themed areas for artists to work on projects as well as 
classes.  A highlight of the weekend will be a Brewer’s 
University. 
 
The event will be held at Tohickon Valley Park, Cafferty 
Road, Point Pleasant, PA. 
 
REGISTRATION: Adult= $20/Adult with SCA Membership= $15/Children with 
SCA Membership (6-17) = $10/Children 5 and under= Free 
FAMILY MAX REGISTRATION FEES: No campign $50/Camping $60 
CAMPING: $5 per person FEAST: $10 per person 

Make Checks Payable to SCA-PA Inc. Shire of Buckland Cross 

Arts & Sciences Activities 

Winter was a time to create and play.  Come join our Minister of Arts & Sciences, The Honorable Lord Aurddeilen-ap-
Robet (Ray Becker) for the upcoming shire activities to chase away the winter doldrums.  

Something Tasty 
Of course something warm and savory is always 
welcome at our winter table.  Winter foods were 
filled with root veggies, and those items that 
could be dried and stored.  These folks have 
some great adapted recipes that pop up in my  
Facebook Feed and this one seemed 
appropriate. 

Contribute 
If you would like to contribute to our shire tidings, 
please do.  We would love to have your Medieval  
or bardic musings, drawings, photos of your 
creations, Scadian travels, recipes, and more  
You can either bring it to a shire meeting, or 
email Lady Sigridh (Kirsten Becker) the 
information you would like to share to 
chronicler@bucklandcross.eastkingdom.org 
 
Next Issue: Spring...please make all 
contributions by our April 1st. 


